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BUSHFIRES AND CYCLONES — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.03 pm]: I rise to update the house on Western Australia’s 
recent responses to bushfire and cyclone emergencies. Although Western Australians are fortunate not to have 
faced anything like our fellow Australians over east have faced this season, I would like to acknowledge the more 
than 500 Western Australian volunteer and career firefighters who selflessly went east to aid their interstate 
colleagues. Despite this comparative good fortune, we have had our own serious challenges. This season in 
Western Australia, we have sadly lost homes as well as livestock and sustained some property damage; however, 
more significant is the number of homes and the infrastructure that have been saved. Just last Saturday, volunteer 
and career firefighters in Katanning saved more than 200 buildings as well as a regional electrical switchyard—
a crucial piece of infrastructure to the region. Our new large aerial tanker also played a big part during that blaze, 
which is very gratifying given our requests to the federal government for greater aerial support. I would like to 
thank the federal government for responding to our request and allocating a large aerial tanker to WA. 
During the Yanchep blaze in December, firefighters formed a wall with hoses to save homes under immediate threat 
from fire attack. In total, more than 6 500 homes were saved during that fire event. The Norseman blaze shut down 
the Eyre Highway for 12 days. It had a significant impact, but I applaud our emergency services for keeping 
everyone safe and supported during that difficult time. 
Elsewhere, our firefighters have been challenged by serious blazes in Lake King and surrounds and the Stirling Range, 
and several in the Shire of Esperance, the Cities of Kalamunda and Kwinana, the suburbs of Bullsbrook, Baldivis 
and Atwell, and the list goes on. The aerial support during those fires was swift and efficient and the support on 
the ground second to none. Our emergency services’ objective of hitting large bushfires hard and fast has delivered 
good results. 
Fire is a fact of life in our state, and reducing fuel loads is a big part of dealing with this challenge. That is why we 
are investing in mitigation at record levels. We have also been proactive in looking at the science and practice of 
bushfire management, with the creation of Western Australia’s first Bushfire Centre of Excellence, which I had 
the pleasure of turning the sod for just two weeks ago. 
It is also incumbent on me to acknowledge the volunteers and Department of Fire and Emergency Services personnel 
who dealt with cyclone Damien, including the urban search and rescue task force, which is currently working to 
assess the damage caused by that cyclone. 
I urge all Western Australians who live in bushfire or cyclone-prone areas to stay vigilant and be prepared. 
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